NEIGHBORS PATH'S
Background and Introduction

For thousands of years, water resources have Ieehatsis for economic development in the
Middle East region and their natural beauty hasilzesource of religious and cultural inspiration
for many civilizations. Thus, for example, the Deaela Basin and the Jordan River Valley are
areas rich in natural and cultural sites that adeled the world over and are significant to the
three monotheistic religious.

Today, however, many of the region’s water sousresthe eco-systems they support are at risk
of irreversible degradation. Unsustainable develpmpatterns in the past, massive water
diversion and uncoordinated planning between Igrdetdanian and Palestinian governmental

authorities, have all contributed to this presdatesof demise. Despite the undeniable potential
for ecotourism and rural tourism development in thgion, mismanagement of the regional

water sources has in fact restricted social and@o@ opportunities for local communities.

"Ecotourism means responsible travel to naturabsarthat conserves the environment and
improves the well-being of local people". In lingthwthis definition by The International
Ecotourism society, FOEME supports tourism developimthat is based on caring for the
environment, and promotes a policy of integratestasnable tourism planning and the adoption
of natural conservation models (i.e. Biosphere Rese

The 17Neighbors' Pathsare all community-based tours that deal with tlseiesof water and
peace building between Israeli, Jordanian and failas neighboring communities which share a
common water source (i.e. a stream, river or anfequThe concept of a Neighbors' Path has
been designed to achieve a synergetic effect dhisiadble development and grassroots peace
building.

The paths take their visitors through the watetonys and into the water reality of local
communities, providing a view and an insight inbeit neighbors' lives as well. These paths,
trails and tours showcase the mutual dependensbared water resources and highlight the need
for cross-border cooperation in protecting thoseueces.

The existing regional blend of natural and culturatitage taken together with environmental
issues comprises a compelling platform for an a#teve tourism experience. The trails highlight

the rich history found in the region but also réw@egradation and pollution, often ‘not seen’ by

local residents themselves and certainly not ugusiliown to tourists. Moreover, planned in

cooperation with local communities, these pathsaared at leveraging the untapped potential of
rural eco-tourism development. The paths incorgol@tal knowledge and at the same time aim
to involve local residents in guiding the tours.

In many of our communities, tourism is an undevetbpector today. By identifying and creating
opportunities for local tourist enterprises, thejgct helps to generate and diversify income for
local communities. For example: the visitors argited to visit shops, restaurants, home
hospitality and other attractions in the commun#y.the same time we teach local residents
environmentally friendly practices and provide intbees to businesses which are committed to
the process" (Says Michal Sagive, the Israeli doatdr of the "Good water Neighbors" project)

The Neighbors' Path is therefore a driving foraerfwal economic re-generation and for regional
sustainable development.



